Fruitful Schools (– Fruitful Scotland 
Fruitful Schools ( is a new project of the Commonwealth Orchard which has gained financial support from Scottish Government. It’s all about giving and gaining. 
The aim of Fruitful Schools ( is to encourage school orchards across Scotland. It is also aimed at giving pupils, and their schools the skills to learn how to maintain their trees, and how to use the fruit. The Children’s Orchard has experience gained over the part 3 years of developing over 200 school orchards across Scotland. Fruitful Schools will build on that… 

The  Fruitful Schools ( initiative is based on the idea developed by the Children’s Orchard of friendship planting. We have found that the idea of different schools coming together to plant a shared orchard has been a great way to get people together. 

Fruitful Schools ( is part of the bigger aim of creating a Fruitful Scotland – and by tapping into the enthusiasm of schools and the unique role that schools have in the community we will do much more than plant some school orchards. We will help to transform Scotland. 

How will this work?  We can help schools to get started – on the understanding they will take their new knowledge to help the next school to plant their orchard. And what’s more the first school will help fund raise to get the trees etc for the next school. And then that second school will help a third school. And also these schools can look at planting with old peoples homes, with businesses, with housing association. 
Our business with Fruitful Schools is not doing it all for you. We are planting a seed, acting as a catalyst for change, and look to you to grow it on. Asking schools not to look just for what they can get for themselves – but what they can give to their neighbouring school and their community.  In these uncertain economic times, self help and helping each other are qualities to be treasured. 

The image of Fruitful Schools is a daisy chain, where school A helps school B, and school B helps schools C – until it comes back to form a ring of friendship. Our hope is that in years to come children in schools throughout Scotland will grow up seeing fruit they planted ripening – and that they will live fruitful lives. 

John Hancox – Director the Commonwealth Orchard – 0778 606 3918 www.commonwealthorchard.com  and www.fruitfulschools.com
