Scottish Orchards 
EXTENDED TO 16TH AUG 
Invitation: to support a Scottish Orchards funding application to help create a Central Scotland Community Orchard. 
Would you like to be part of a Central Scotland Community Orchard? Scottish Orchards is looking to make an application to the CSGN development fund and to do this we require individuals / community groups/ schools/ community councils etc  from across the 19 local authority areas to join with us to help deliver these events over the next 6 months.  (money has to be spent by March 2011 – and with support  we could run 19 training/ networking events in each LA area and plant (say?) 500 trees across the  Central Belt area – maybe more.) 

PLEASE CONTACT US ASAP  to express interest. 

GUIDANCE NOTES 

Are you Eligible? 

If you want to know if you are in the CSGN area which runs from Ayrshire to Fife.. 

see this link … 

http://www.centralscotlandgreennetwork.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=7&Itemid=6
Scottish Orchards is a Scotland wide umbrella group – to bring all people together with an interest in fruit growing. www.scottishorchards.com

What is proposed? 

Our recent Scottish Orchard Gathering involved information sharing, networking and the chance to be inspired. It was felt that doing similar events on a more local level would be useful – to bring in more people without having to travel quite as far. Out of that was born the idea of a Scottish Orchards tour – going round to share information and networking. 

What would an orchard event look like? 

We don’t want to be overly prescriptive – but we’d see there being a chance to discuss what Scottish Orchards is trying to achieve. We’d also want to open up the discussion to what local initiatives are happening, and fit in visits to local orchards. 

The benefits would be to provide some practical training

To meet – and create a local network of people 

Identify next steps for the local group

Some planting – if that is practical – and depends on location

What are the likely next steps? 

We hope that Scottish Orchards will help to give groups, schools and individuals the support to plant, maintain and harvest local fruit. This is still evolving – but the idea is that it has practical use. 

What are you committing to? 

You’d be agreeing to help organise, publicise and host a local Scottish Orchards meeting – which would be open to anyone with an interest in fruit growing near to you. 

Costs 

If  the funding application is successful, the orchard events should be free to participants – and should run at no cost the host groups or individuals – though an in-kind contribution (ie some volunteer time) is expected. If you already have funding to deliver orchard training and want to be included in this scheme – please discuss how we can do this. 

Criteria 

Who can apply – we don’t have any firm criteria as to who might apply to be members of the consortium, but environmental, or community food groups, allotment associations, community gardens, schools, community or local councils, sports clubs might all be interested.  There is no particular requirement to be constituted – interested individuals could also do this. – providing they can commit  to organising the local meeting.  

APPLICATION FORM 

If you’d like to help us make Central Scotland fruitful – please fill out the following questions and return before or at latest by 16th August. 

If you’d like to discuss first… speak to John Hancox – 0778 606 3918 john.d.hancox@btinternet.com 

BASIC DETAILS 

1 - Name of Group… (if applicable) 

2 - Website (if applicable) 

 3 - Local Authority area… 

4 - Name of individuals applying: 

5 - Position in group 

6 - Contact email/ telephone number / including mobile and landline if possible for contact person . 

7 - Are you a member of Scottish Orchards – or are you happy to join? (It’s free – though donations are encouraged) Y / N 

8 - Are you happy for us to invite people to join Scottish Orchards at these networking events?   Y/ N 

TRAINING AND NEWORKING EVENTS 

9 - Our idea is to get people across the Central Belt to run a series of free training and networking events to explore the development of Community Orchards and to do some skills training … 

10 - Would you like to host an event like this? 

11 - Would you have the time and willingness – to book a room and advertise the event to the local community – so it is open to all who might be interested – on an inkind basis. 

12 - Scottish Orchards will seek funding for the delivery of training, tools, equipment, travel and accommodation costs – but we are counting on local groups to do the organisational aspects.  

13 -  do you have access to a suitable  public location where this could be held. Ie a community centre, school. Etc. 

What would it cost to host an event like this…?  Please include full costs – but not including staff time… 

ASSOCIATED TREE PLANTING OPPORTUNITIES


14 - We might also apply to buy some trees to be planted as part of the event – if suitable ground is available. Would you have a suitable site where a small community orchard could be planted.   

15 - Do you have landowner permission for planting there? 

16 - Location – post-code. / Map 

17  - Please indicate how many trees there is room for … (at 4.5 m spacing) 

 Digital Photographs of site would be useful.  

18 - What steps have been taken to ensure that the local school, or local community are happy for a community orchard to be planted. 

(If this community involvement is not established – perhaps best to wait til after the event  - and people can be better informed? This depends on location.)  

19 Any further ideas or comments you could make  to strengthen this application to the Central Scotland Green Network 

Deadline for responses 10th Aug – but please reply ASAP - 
Sorry this is a lot of questions – even if you can’t answer all of these questions if you can make the best attempt  this will help to inform our application. 

There is (of course!) no guarantee that funding will be granted! 

